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PREFACE

English is now a language for communication among people of different language backgrounds.
Therefore, it is important for students to use English for communication, either in speaking or writing. Dr.
Hsiu-chuan Chen incorporated children’s storybook writing into her service learning course to allow her
students to use English for communication and share their creativity at the same time. I am glad to see the
birth of these two stories. They serve as a medium to help school children learn English, enjoy reading,
and become story writers as well. I look forward to reading more stories like these in the future. I also look

forward to seeing many happy readers and writers of English among university students and elementary
school children.

Cliotllond Lons

Professor, Department of English

National Taiwan Normal University
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PREFACE

Service-learning is the union of community service and formal learning. It involves students going out
into their communities and using that which they learn in class to help people, and then bringing that which
they learn in their community service back into the classroom to enhance their learning. But, the instruments
of service-learning are always the key to success.

Dr. Hsiu-chuan Chen, Chairwoman of the Dept. of Applied Foreign Languages at Kang Ning
Junior College, has been dedicated to enhancing the English proficiency of her students through the
implementation of service-learning for many years. Now, her efforts are yielding positive results. In the
2012 Nationwide Technological College Student English Fairy Tale Competition, several students from the
Dept. of Applied Foreign Languages have achieved a high level of success and recognition under Dr. Chen’s
supervision. The entrant, You Are Better Than You Think, written and illustrated by Lung-chi Lee, Sheng-ting
Shen, and Yi-an Chueh won the Best Story Award while another entrant, Pretty Is As Pretty Does, written and
illustrated by Hsuan-ju Yuan and Yi-chin Lin won the Best Art Design Award.

For the realization of “Smiles Spreading Through Picture Books” project undertaken by the faculty and
students of the AFL Dept., Fables of Self-Discovery is hereby published after the compilation of the foregoing
two stories and will be employed in the community service for the neighboring elementary schools and in
the activities of English summer camp and service-learning overseas.

Finally, let me take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the fruitful efforts made by the

faculty and students of the AFL Dept., KNJC.

Dean of Students & Director, Center for General Education
Kang Ning Junior College of Medical Care & Management
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PREFACE

Roald Dahl, one of the most beloved storytellers of our time, remarked “Books shouldn’t be daunting,
they should be funny, exciting, and wonderful; and learning to be a reader gives a terrific advantage.” Ever
since I became the department chair of Applied Foreign Languages at Kang Ning Junior College of Medical
Care and Management, I have been constantly amazed by our students’ creativity.

In July of 2012, several students surprised me again with their narrative and artistic creativity, which
brought them the Best Story Award and the Best Art Design Award in a nationwide English fairytale
competition. The light-hearted narrative style and lovely illustrations presented in the storybooks illustrate
Roald Dahl’s idea nicely. That is to say, the two award-winning children’s books are funny, exciting and
wonderful for young EFL students learning to be readers.

As the two stories, You Are Better Than You Think and Pretty is As Pretty Does, have a similar theme,
they have been compiled into one book entitled Fables of Self-Discovery. Through this picture book, it
is hoped that, EFL learners will be inspired to discover their hidden talents and will be given the terrific
advantage of becoming readers!

Jdin Mt Ao,

Associate Professor & Chair, AFL
Kang Ning Junior College of Medical Care & Management
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I really want to
eat that ®, but I
i can't get it.



A giraffe
has a long
neck to get
an



An elephant
has a long
trunk to get

an § .




A monkey has
long arms to

getan § .




I really want
togetan §,
butIcan't

getit. I'mso
useless.









There's a
_cave.
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Let's hide inside.
Follow me. The lion
won't see us.
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Thank you, rabbit.
You saved us!

You're welcomel!
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Although I don't have a long neck, a long

trunk or long arms to get an @ , I have

good hearing and saved everyone.
Now I know

EVERYONE IS GOOD FOR SOMETHING!




You're Better Than You Think
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Pretty Is As Pretty Does

P _ o
5/ @

A




Once upon a time there were two little pigs [l
called Pretty Boy and Beast.




Pretty Boy was attractive
but very arrogant.

''''''




Therefore, he didn’t have any friends.
He felt lonely.




Beast was ugly but very friendly.
Therefore, he had many friends and he was so popular.




have a lot of friends.
O

One day, they met each other...
| want to be him Sﬁ
| want to be him so that | can | can look attrac"“’i‘/o
®
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Suddenly, a fairy appeared.
She said, “I'll help you become
each other for one day.”



r |

“I have many friends but | am ugly,” |
said Pretty Boy.




“I look attractive, but | feel lonely,” said Beast.




Next day, the fairy came out and said, “You know
what you need to change and what’s good for you.
I'll help you become who you used to be.”

* ¥




| just want to be with my friends.
| won’t care about being ugly.

| just want to be attractive.
| won’t be arrogant.
O

O
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Then they lived happily ever after. J8%
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Pretty |Is As Pretty Does
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For People Discovering Themselves
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